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SUBJECT: NIMETZ CALL ON PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU 

SUMMARY. IN LENGTHY INITIAL MEETING WITH PRESIDENT 
KYPRIANOU, COUNSELOR NIMETZ LISTENED TO STANDARD CYPRIOT 
VIEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT. FOREIGN MINISTER ROLANDIS 
INTRODUCED POSITIVE SUBJECTS ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS. THE 
TONE OF MEETING WAS CONSTRUCTIVE AND FRIENDLY THOUGHOUT. 

END SUMMARY 

1 . COUNSELOR NIMETZ AND AMBASSADOR CALLED ON PRESIDENT 
KYPRIANOU FOR DISCUSSION WHICH LASTED ALMOST ONE AND 
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ONE-HALF HOURS SEPT. 4. FONMIN ROLANDIS WAS ALSO PRESENT. 

2. PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU PRESENTED KNOWN GOC POSITIONS HIGHLIGHTING 
THE NEED FOR USG TO PRESSURE TURKEY TO IMPROVE THEIR PROPOSALS. 

IN SPITE OF DIFFERENCES OVER THE EMBARGO, CYPRUS WANTED CLOSE 
AND GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. THE PRESIDENT STATED THAT, 
CONTRARY TO SOME REPORTS, GOC WAS INTENSELY INTERESTED IN A 
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SOLUTION TO THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. HE FELT THAT THE GREEK AND 
TURKISH CYPRIOTS WERE EAGER FOR A SETTLEMENT (ALTHOUGH DENKTASH 
PERSONALLY WAS NOT). 

3. NIMETZ STRESSED HE HAD NOT BROUGHT ANY PLAN, BUT WANTED A 
BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE GOC'S POSITIONS. WE APPRECIATED THE 
EFFORTS THE PRESIDENT HAD MADE TO DAMPEN THE ADVERSE REACTION 
CAUSED BY THE EMBARGO ISSUE. NIMETZ REPORTED ON HIS DISCUSSIONS 
WITH TURKISH SECGEN ELEKDAG IN WASHINGTON. HE POINTED OUT THAT 
THE TURKS BELIEVE THEY HAVE MADE PROPOSALS AND IF THE GOC DOES 
NOT FEEL THESE PROPOSALS ARE GOOD ENOUGH, THEY SHOULD BE PRE- 
PARED TO SIT DOWN AND DISCUSS THEM. NIMETZ SAID THAT THE U.S. 

IS COMMITTED TO WORK FOR A SOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE U.N. 

SECGEN'S MANDATE AND WAS INTERESTED IN DEFINING AS PRECISELY AS 
POSSIBLE WHAT THE GOC CONSIDERS TO BE NECESSARY IN ORDER FOR 
THEM TO COMMENCE INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS. 

4. IN RESPONSE PRESIDENT KYPRIOANOU AGAIN EXPRESSED HIS INTEREST 
IN MEETING WITH TURKISH PRIMIN ECEVIT. SEVERAL ATTEMPTS TO HAVE 
PRESIDENT DEFINE PRECISELY WHAT HE FELT HE NEEDED FROM ECEVIT 
RESULTED IN GENERALIZED STATEMENT THAT SUCH MEETING WOULD PERMIT 
HIM TO SATISFY HIMSELF WHETHER ECEVIT WAS INTERESTED IN A REAL 
SOLUTION OR NOT. IF TURKEY S GOAL IS DOMINATION OF CYPRUS OR 
PARTITION, THEN NO SETTLEMENT IS POSSIBLE. IF TURKEY'S INTEREST 

IS ONLY THE SECURITY OF THE TURKISH CYPRIOTS, THEN KYPRIANOU 
INDICATED THAT A SOLUTION COULD BE FOUND THROUGH THE INTERCOMMUNAL 
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TALKS. 

5. FONMIN ROLANDIS REAFFIRMED THE POSITIVE ASPECT OF GOC INTEREST 
IN NEGOTIATIONS, STRESSED THE NEED FOR MOVEMENT AT THIS TIME AND 
EMPHASIZED HIS CONVICTION THAT BOTH GREEK AND TURKISH CYPRIOTS 
SINCERELY WANTED A SOLUTION, THE MAIN OBSTACLE TO WHICH WAS THE 
PRESENCE OF TURKISH TROOPS. HE FELT, AND THE PRESIDENT AGREED, 

THAT THROUGH DEMILITARIZATION OF THE ISLAND THE SECURITY OF THE 
TURKISH CYPRIOTS COULD BE SECURED. ALSO, BECAUSE OF THE ECONOMIC 
POTENTIAL OF THE ISLAND, ATTRACTIVE FINANCIAL INDUCEMENTS COULD 
BE OFFERED TO THE TURKISH CYPRIOTS. 

6. PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU SIAD HE REALLY WANTED TO KNOW HOW THE TURKS 
VIEWED THE FUTURE OF CYPRUS. IF INDEED THEY VIEWED CYPRUS AS 

AN INDEPENDENT ENTITY THEN IT SHOULD BE POSSIBLE TO COME TO AN 
AGREEMENT ON THE BASIS OF THE MAKARIOS-DENKTASH GUIDELINES (AS 
INTERPRETED BY THE GREEK CYPRIOTS). ONE IDEA, THE PRESIDENT SAID, 

WOULD BE TO START WITH THE 1960 CONSTITUTION, AND SEE WHAT 
ADDITIONAL GUARANTEES THE TURKS WOULD REQUIRE. THE DISCUSSIONS 
REVIEWED CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES, GEOGRAPHIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC 
ISSUES AND A POSSIBLE VAROSHA SETTLEMENT IN SOME DEPTH. NIMETZ 
ALSO ALLUDED TO THE MISSING PERSONS ISSUE AND THE REOPENING 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

OF NICOSIA AIRPORT. 

7. COMMENT: PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU WAS CORDIAL, CALM AND 
GENUINELY CONSTRUCTIVE. HE SEEMED TO LISTEN WITH INTEREST 
TO HIS FONMIN'S INTERJECTIONS WHICH TENDED TO BE MORE POSITIVE 
AND IMAGINATIVE. ONE WAS LEFT WITH THE FEELING THAT THE 
PRESIDENT DOES WANT TO MOVE TOWARD A SETTLEMENT BUT HAS NOT 
YET RECOGNIZED WHAT CONCESSIONS IT WILL REQUIRE AND HOW TO 
INITIATE A PROCESS TO GET FROM HERE TO THERE. 

STONE 


UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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